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DETAILED ACTION 

The following office action is in response to the Appeal Brief filed on May 10, 2004. 
Upon fiirther review, the examiner is hereby withdrawing the finahty of the previous office 
action and issuing a new non- final office action. Claims 33, 34, 36 and 37 are pending in the 
apphcation. Claims 33, 34, 36 and 37 are rejected as set forth below. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 33 and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: Claims 33 and 
36 claim a door and doorframe mountable or positionable in the housing body. However, the 
claims are claiming an apparatus, i.e. a finished product. Therefore, since the applicant is 
claiming the finished product, the claims should state that the door and door frame are positioned 
in the housing body. The applicant is not claiming a system. Thus, as stated above, the claims 
should claim the apparatus in a finished condition. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 33 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCaul, III et al. (3,762,115) in view of Hsu (5,210,985). 

4. In regard to claims 33 and 36, McCaul discloses an apparatus comprising a seamless 
housing body (figures 10 and 1 1, column 3, lines 49-54) unitarily formed as a single piece, said 
seamless housing body having portions defining a front wall having a door opening therethrough 
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(figure 10), a rear wall, two side walls, a roof, and a floor (figure 1 1), a door frame positioned in 
the door opening, and a door mounted in the door frame, whereby said vault walls, roof, and 
floor are fireproof and burglary proof because they are made of concrete. McCaul does not 
specifically disclose that said door and is fire resistant and burglary proof Hsu teaches that it is 
known to place a fire resistant/burglary proof door and frame on a bathroom module. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate Hsu's teaching into McCaul' s invention, because the door and frame taught by Hsu 
will make McCaul's module a safe place to hide from a fire or a burglar. The examiner would 
also like to point out that McCaul and Hsu do not specifically disclose that their structures are 
vaults. However, this limitation is in the preamble of the claim. Therefore, the vault limitation 
has not been given patentable weight because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble 
is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process 
or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the 
preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to 
stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 
F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). Thus, since the term vault does not impart any 
structural features that would separate the applicant's structure from McCaul's structure, it is not 
being accorded any patentable weight. 

5. Claims 34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCaul, III et al. (3,762,115) in view of Hsu (5,210,985) and further in view of Wokas 
(3,162,863). 



Application/Control Number: 09/239,878 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3635 

In regard to claims 34 and 37, McCauI in view of Hsu disclose the basic claimed 
invention except for specifically disclosing the use of a plurality of hooks integrally formed into 
the housing body for facilitating hoisting the seamless housing body. Wokas teaches that it is 
known to place lifting means 14 into a housing body of a bathroom module. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate 
Wokas' teaching into McCaul in view of Hsu's invention, because the lifting means will allow a 
crane or other lifting device to easily lift and place McCaul' s module. By using the lifting means 
taught by Wokas, one would not have to use a strap or other cumbersome device to pick up and 
place McCaul' s modules. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. Massey, Davis, Snodgrass, Silen and Riley. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian E. Glessner whose telephone number is 703-305-0031. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on 703-308-0839. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application hiformation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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